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Kidnapped (Daniel 1)

Main Point:  We must decide ahead of time to follow God in all that we do.
Key Verse: Daniel made up his mind to eat and drink only what God has approved for His people to eat. -  Daniel 1:8a
Materials: “You’re Too Late!” cards
Personal Connection:

· Say: Daniel and his friends were in a sticky situation. The people of their homeland had chosen not to follow the one true God. Because of the sin of their people, Daniel and his friends were forced to live in another land where horrible idols were worshiped, and the lifestyle was completely opposite of what they were used to. Sometimes you may feel like Daniel. Because of wrong choices that others have made, you have to suffer the consequences. Have you ever had to sit out at recess because someone ELSE was talking? Did that seem very fair at the time? I’m sure Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, thought their circumstances weren’t very fair, but instead of looking at their circumstances, they looked to God. They knew that by obeying Him, they would not be polluting themselves with the wrong things of Babylon’s culture. Because of that choice, what did God do? He gave them knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. They were at the head of their class! They made A’s on every test!
Hands on Application:

· Say: The important thing to realize is that the FIRST thing Daniel did when he got to Babylon was to decide not to defile himself. He knew what was right, and when faced with a wrong choice, he already had a plan in place to help him make the right decision.

· Play: YOU’RE TOO LATE! To play this game, I’m going to read a story and when I finish, you’ll say “Too Late!” or “Right on Time!” Remember, the idea is to be like Daniel and make a decision to do right BEFORE you’re ever faced with the wrong choice.
Group Discussion:

· Say: This week you are going to be faced with choices to do right or wrong. When should you make the choice to do right? Right now! God is always with us to help us make the right decision. Think of some situations you might face this week where you have to make a choice to do right or wrong. What decisions can you make right now that will help you do the right thing in that situation?
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will choose to make choices that honor God. Pray that they will see His blessings when they follow Him. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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Kidnapped
	Dudley forgot to study for his test. He is sitting next to the smartest girl in his class. He doesn’t want to cheat, but he figures if he turns his body to the left a little, he may be able to catch a glance at her paper-just to make sure he’s putting the right answer.

Too Late!
	Anna wants to get up early to study her Bible before getting ready for school. She sets her alarm 30 minutes earlier than normal so she’ll wake up with plenty of time to spend with the Lord.

Right on Time!
	Dudley is getting ready to play his championship game early Saturday morning. His coach told them to get a good night’s sleep before the game so they would be alert. The night before, Dudley’s favorite movie came on, but he skipped it and went to bed.

Right on Time!
	Anna is playing her championship game this evening. Her coach told them to eat really healthy this week so when they ran they would have energy. Anna had fast food for lunch and finished off a big milkshake-YUM!

Too Late!

	Anna knew the big test was coming up this week and she set aside 15 minutes each night to study for it so she wouldn’t have to cram the night before.
Right on Time!
	Dudley is getting ready for bed and remembers that he wants to get up early to read his Bible. His mom usually wakes him up for school, so he decides he’ll wake himself up early. He hates using an alarm, so he hopes his body knows when to wake up!

Too Late!
	Dudley wants to thank his teacher for helping him in the mornings with his math. He writes a note in his agenda to remind him to make her a thank you card tonight once he gets home since next week is Teacher Appreciation Week.

Right on Time!
	As Anna walks in the door to her class, she sees her classmates handing her teacher beautiful cards. She smacks her head and remembers that she wanted to make a card for her teacher, too, but she forgot to write it down in her agenda.

Too Late!











