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God Uses Esther to Save His People (Esther 5 – 10)

Main Point: God is sovereign. He is in control of all things.
Key Verse: The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord. He directs it like a stream of water anywhere He pleases. – Proverbs 21:1
Materials: Esther Events (below), cut into strips
Hands on Application
· Say: Wow! What an incredible ending to God’s incredible plan! For the wicked man, Haman, it appeared as though everything was going his way. He was in a position of power, he had favor with the king, and it seemed that soon his most hated enemy, Mordecai, was going to finally be put to death, along with the rest of the Israelite (or Hebrew) people! Of course, we know that this act of revenge would have been a most horrific tragedy. But for the evil Haman, it was exactly what he thought would satisfy him and his inflated pride. But what happened? God used his servant Esther to reveal Haman’s plot to king Xerxes and save the Hebrew people! God planned everything exactly right so that His people would be protected.

· Say: In fact, God perfectly orchestrated every event in the entire book of Esther according to His plan to save the Israelites. Everything that happened, from the big things like Esther becoming queen, down to what Xerxes’ servants read to him as a bedtime story, was planned out by God to serve His purpose. Today, we’re going to look at the major events in Esther and put them in order to see just how perfect and precise God’s timing really was. Pass out strips to students and have them work together to put the events of Esther in order. Help students with the activity if they need it. Once they are finished, move on to the group discussion.
Group Discussion

· Say: So as we saw from our activity, there was a whole lot that happened in the book of Esther! And the most amazing part is that God perfectly planned every event, every detail, exactly how He wanted it. God is sovereign and powerful, and everything went exactly according to His plan! God always works everything to His purpose, and God always accomplishes what He sets out to do!
· Say: Can someone look up Romans 8:28 for us? Choose a student to look up and read Romans 8:28. One of the best parts of God’s sovereignty is that He works everything for the good of His chosen people! We can see that this was certainly true in the Book of Esther. One of the main purposes of God’s plan in Esther was to save the Jews from being destroyed by Haman’s plot, and as we learned today, that is exactly what happened. But this also applies to God’s people today: the Church. Today, if you are a follower of Jesus and a part of God’s kingdom, God promises that He works all things together for your good. This is extremely comforting and encouraging and should change the way we see our lives. Just think: the God who is sovereign and who has everything planned out has promised that part of His master plan is to protect you and work things for your good. God is truly awesome, powerful, and sovereign over all things.
Conversation with God (Prayer)

Thank God that He is sovereign and has promised to work all things for the good of His people, and more importantly, for His glory.
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Esther bravely decides to go to Xerxes uninvited and invites him to a dinner she prepares. At the dinner, she invites Xerxes and Haman to a second dinner the next day.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Mordecai overhears a plot to kill Xerxes and tells Esther, who tells Xerxes so he can stop the plot.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Mordecai again refuses to bow to Haman, who is so angered that he decides to build a gallows to have Mordecai hanged.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Haman plots to kill all the Jews in the kingdom and has his plan enacted by king Xerxes.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

At the second dinner, Esther reveals to Xerxes that she is a Jew and that she and her people are going to be killed because of Haman’s evil plot. Xerxes is furious and has Haman hanged on his own gallows.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Mordecai tells Esther not to tell Xerxes that she is a Jew.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Xerxes cannot sleep and has the official records read to him, where he discovers that Mordecai was never rewarded for helping save his life. He decides that Mordecai should be honored, and asks Haman what he should do to honor someone. Haman is then further angered and humiliated when Mordecai is honored.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Xerxes issues a decree allowing the Jews to defend themselves on the day they are to be killed. The enemies of the Jews became afraid of them, and the Jews were not destroyed.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

King Xerxes chooses Esther to be queen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Haman becomes angry with Mordecai for refusing to bow down to him, because he was a Jew.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Esther, Mordecai, and the rest of the Jews in the kingdom find out about Haman’s plan.

CORRECT ORDER OF ESTHER EVENTS:

1. King Xerxes chooses Esther to be queen.

2. Mordecai tells Esther not to tell Xerxes that she is a Jew.

3. Mordecai overhears a plot to kill Xerxes and tells Esther, who tells Xerxes so he can stop the plot.

4. Haman becomes angry with Mordecai for refusing to bow down to him, because he was a Jew.

5. Haman plots to kill all the Jews in the kingdom and has his plan enacted by king Xerxes.

6. Esther, Mordecai, and the rest of the Jews in the kingdom find out about Haman’s plan.

7. Esther bravely decides to go to Xerxes uninvited and invites him to a dinner she prepares. At the dinner, she invites Xerxes and Haman to a second dinner the next day.

8. Mordecai again refuses to bow to Haman, who is so angered that he decides to build a gallows to have Mordecai hanged.
9. Xerxes cannot sleep and has the official records read to him, where he discovers that Mordecai was never rewarded for helping save his life. He decides that Mordecai should be honored, and asks Haman what he should do to honor someone. Haman is then further angered and humiliated when Mordecai is honored.

10. At the second dinner, Esther reveals to Xerxes that she is a Jew and that she and her people are going to be killed because of Haman’s evil plot. Xerxes is furious and has Haman hanged on his own gallows.

11. Xerxes issues a decree allowing the Jews to defend themselves on the day they are to be killed. The enemies of the Jews became afraid of them, and the Jews were not destroyed.

