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Two Gates (Matthew 7:13-14)
Main Point: Jesus is the only way to heaven.

Key Verse: But the gate is small and the road is narrow that leads to life. Only a few people find it. – Matthew 7:14
Materials: A whiteboard, marker, and several wadded-up pieces of paper with tape on the outside so that they stick to walls when thrown, and a blindfold.

Hands on Application:

· Say: What did Jesus say in the verses we studied today? Read Matthew 7:13-14. These verses say that there are two gates: one wide gate that leads to death, and one narrow gate that leads to life. Now, if one is wide and one is narrow, which one are more people likely to choose? The wide gate. Sadly, many people do choose the wide gate that leads to death. In order to go through the narrow gate, we have to make a conscious decision. We cannot just blindly choose a path. If we do this, we will choose the wide gate every time.

· Say: Let’s see how this works. I’m going to draw our two “gates” on our whiteboard. Draw a small circle on the whiteboard. Which gate do you think this represents? Point to the small circle. The narrow gate that leads to life. Right! Write “Life” in your small circle. So where is the other gate? Write “Death” in several places on the whiteboard. The entire rest of the whiteboard represents the wide gate that leads to death! So which “gate” is bigger? The wide gate that leads to death. Right. Obviously, the wide gate is bigger. Now, I need a volunteer to help me. Choose a volunteer. You’re going to be “choosing a path” today. Hand your volunteer the wadded-up pieces of paper to throw. What I want you to do is throw these and try to hit the “narrow gate.” Sounds easy, right? Oh, and one more thing. You have to do it blindfolded! Put the blindfold on your volunteer. Okay, now you can throw! Wait for volunteer to throw all of the papers at the board.
· Say: What happened? Why couldn’t you hit the narrow gate? Because the volunteer was blindfolded. Of course! They were blindfolded, so of course they weren’t able to choose the right gate. But now, let’s take the blindfold off. Take blindfold off of volunteer. Now, do you think you’ll be able to choose the narrow gate? Yes! In fact, you don’t even have to throw it. You can walk right up to the board and stick it onto the narrow gate. Let volunteer walk up and stick paper on narrow gate. Thank volunteer and have him/her sit down.
Group Discussion:

· Say: So which was easier: choosing the path blindly or seeing? Seeing. Of course. It was much easier to choose the gate that leads to life when he/she could see what he/she was doing. In fact, it was impossible to do it blindly. This seems obvious, but many, many people never realize this. Many people never stop and choose the narrow gate that leads to life. 

· Ask: What is this “narrow gate” that we keep talking about? Have a volunteer look up and read John 10:7-10. The narrow gate is Jesus. Have another volunteer read John 14:6. Here, Jesus says He is the way to the Father. There is no other way to get to God and salvation. In fact, the only other gate we can choose leads to eternal death and separation from God – this is the “wide gate” Jesus taught about in the parable. We must make a choice to go through the right gate: Jesus, who is the only way to heaven.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will choose Jesus, the only way to heaven, and will trust Him to be their salvation. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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