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The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl (Matthew 13:44-46)
Main Point: God’s kingdom is more valuable and important than anything else.

Key Verse: ”You are the light of the world.” – Matthew 5:14a
Materials: Some “treasure” (jewelry, coins, beads, etc) and/or a pearl (real or fake).

Hands on Application:

· Say: Have you ever thought about how much stuff you have? Think for a moment about just how many possessions you have. Think about everything, from the big stuff like your house and car down to the toys you have. How much do you think all of that is worth? A whole lot! But, can you imagine selling everything you own? You would sure get a lot of money for everything you own!
· Say: Will someone look up and read Matthew 13:44-46? Have a volunteer look up and read Matthew 13:44-46. Did you hear that? The man in that parable found a treasure/pearl in a field. Take out your treasure or pearl. This man was so happy when he found it that he sold everything he owned so he could buy it! Remember how much money you would get from selling everything you own? What does this tell us about the treasure? It was worth an enormous amount. If this man had to sell everything he owned in order to buy the treasure/pearl, then we know that it must have cost a huge amount! But despite its great cost, the man thought it was worth selling everything he owned to have it. This must have been one valuable treasure!
Group Discussion:

· Say: Can someone look up and read Matthew 13:44-46 again for us? Have a volunteer look up and read Matthew 13:44-46 again. Remember, this is a parable. Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven is like the treasure and the pearl. What quality of the treasure and pearl did we just talk about? Its great value. The treasure and the pearl were very valuable. So if the kingdom of heaven is like the treasure and the pearl, that means the kingdom is extremely valuable and important, just like the treasure and the pearl. In fact, God’s kingdom is more valuable and important than anything else in our lives; it is more important than money, what our friends might think of us, or doing whatever we think is best. Just like the man in the parable, we should “sell out” to God’s kingdom. We should make God’s kingdom the most important thing in our lives. What are some ways we can do this in everyday life? Listen to students’ responses.
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will see the value of God’s kingdom and make it the most important thing in their lives. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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