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The Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46)
Main Point: We are to treat everyone as we would treat Jesus.

Key Verse: “What I’m about to tell you is true. Anything you did for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” – Matthew 25:40b
Materials: A small snack, some water, a jacket.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Today, I need a few volunteers. Choose two students. Give these students the snack, water, and jacket. I need you two to come stand on my right. Choose two other students. Now, I need you two to stand on my left. Choose one more volunteer. Today, you get to be a kind of beggar person. I need you to act hungry, thirsty, and cold. Now, go over to the students on my left.
· Say to students on your left: Now, when our “beggar” comes to you, don’t help him at all. Just ignore him. Have your beggar ask the students for help and have the students turn him away. So, these students did not help our beggar.
· Say to students on your right: When our “beggar” comes over to you, give him food, water, and a jacket. Help him in any way you can. Have your beggar go to the students on your right and have them help him. Wow! These students gave our “beggar” everything he needed!
· Say: Will someone volunteer to look up and read Matthew 25:31-46? Have a volunteer look up and read Matthew 25:31-46. We just acted out the first part of this parable that Jesus taught the people. Now for the second part. Just for this lesson, I’m going to pretend to be the King in the parable. The students on my right are righteous because they helped the poor beggar, but the students on my left are not righteous because they didn’t help him.
Group Discussion:

· Say: In the parable, the King separates the righteous from the wicked like a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. The sheep are like the righteous people and the goats are like the wicked people. In the parable, the thing that separates the sheep from the goats is how the people treat others, especially those who don’t have everything they need. Jesus specifically lists people who are hungry, thirsty, strangers without homes, people who need clothes, sick people, and people in prison. Jesus says that whenever we help any of these people, it is the same as if we were doing it for Jesus. Wow! If Jesus was on earth today and He was hungry, thirsty, sick, or any of those other things, would you want to help Him in any way you could? Yes! Jesus says that we are to treat every one the same way we would treat Him. Do you know any ways that you can help people who need things in your everyday life? Listen to students’ answers. We are to treat everyone the way we would treat Jesus.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will treat everyone the same way they would treat Jesus. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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