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Light of the World (Matthew 5:14-16)
Main Point: You are the light of the world. As you live out this goodness visibly in front of the people of the world, your life will point them to Jesus where they too can find life that is real life.

Key Verse: ”You are the light of the world.” – Matthew 5:14a
Materials: A flashlight

Hands on Application:

· Say: Have you ever thought about how important light is to us? Of course, without light, we couldn’t see. Have you ever been in a dark room looking for a light switch? Isn’t it a relief when the lights finally come on? Light lets us know what is around us and helps to protect us. Light is very important to us.
· Say: Will someone look up and read Matthew 5:14-16? Have volunteer look up and read Matthew 5:14-16. What does Jesus say? That we are the light of the world. Exactly! He also says that light is no good to anyone if it is covered up; people have to be able to see it. I have a flashlight here with me today. Take out your flashlight and turn off the lights. It sure is dark in here now, isn’t it? Turn on your flashlight. But with this flashlight, I can see just fine! It gives me plenty of light. But what if I cover up my flashlight? Cover your flashlight with your hand. Uh oh. Now that it’s covered, it isn’t much good, is it?  Of course not. You have to be able to see the light in order for it to be any good.
Group Discussion:

· Say: Jesus said exactly that in Matthew 5:15. It doesn’t make any sense to light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Neither does it make sense to hide our own light. Jesus says we are the light of the world, so why would we hide our light? What are some ways that we sometimes hide our light in our everyday lives? Remember when we turned off the lights? The world we live in is a very dark place. When we hide our light, it is just like when I covered up my flashlight; we are not helpful to God’s Kingdom. When we show our light, we give others around us the opportunity to see Jesus through our light. What are some ways we can show our light in our everyday lives?

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will never hide their light from the world and that they will point others to Jesus through their light. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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