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Jesus at the House of Zacchaeus (Luke 9:1-10)
Main Point: Anyone who believes in Christ is a new creation. 
Key Verse: Anyone who believes in Christ is a new creation. The old is gone! The new has come! - 2 Corinthians 5:17

Materials: A ball of white homemade playdoh with a few drops of food coloring hidden inside (directions follow)

Group Discussion:

· Say: Who can describe Zacchaeus? Listen for answers. My favorite word to describe Zacchaeus is curious. What was Zacchaeus curious about? Jesus. What sort of things do you think Zacchaeus had heard about Jesus? He could heal people, He could do miracles, He taught about God’s kingdom with authority. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus for himself. Then when Jesus invited Himself to Zacchaeus’ house, Zacchaeus was overjoyed. He gladly accepted Jesus’ offer.

· Say: We know that Zacchaeus was a tax collector, and tax collectors were famous for cheating people out of their money. Before Zacchaeus met Jesus, he was happy to cheat people. After Zacchaeus met Jesus, everything changed. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 19:8. How did Zacchaeus change? Listen for answers. We can easily see that Zacchaeus became a new man!

Hands on Application:

· Say: Zacchaeus was sort of like this clay. What color is it? White. Now watch this. Zacchaeus started out one way, but then he was changed by Jesus. Start to knead the clay (or ask a volunteer to do it) and it will change colors. After Zacchaeus spent time with Jesus, he changed completely. 

Personal Connection:
· Say: Ask a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 5:17. Who becomes a new creation? Anyone who believes in Christ! Anyone?! That includes you and me if we believe in Jesus. Leader, share with the group how you have changed since you now believe in Jesus. (Of course, do not detail any sin, but rather discuss the change in your desire to sin previous to knowing Christ, and your desire not to sin now.) Would anyone else like to share the changes you have undergone since you came to believe in Jesus? 

· Say: Let’s read about some amazing changes that the Bible promises in those who follow Jesus. Read the following verses (or have volunteers read verses) and call on kids put the verses into their own words.

· Romans 6:22-23 (We don’t have to sin anymore; we aren’t headed for death, we have eternal life.)

· Galatians 4:6-7 (God’s Holy Spirit comes to live in us; We are God’s children.)

· Colossians 3:9-10 (We don’t act the way we used to; we become more like Jesus.)

· Say: Jesus performed many miracles, but the greatest miracle is how He can change someone like Zacchaeus – and you and me - from sinners into righteous, holy, forgiven people filled with God’s Spirit!

Conversation with God (Prayer): Thank God for offering each of us a new life! Thank God for His ability to change each person who believes in Jesus. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. 

Directions for making homemade playdoh: 

Mix and knead together: 1 cup flour, 1 cup boiling water, 2 tablespoons cream of tartar, 1/2 cup salt, and 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil. Store covered.

Prior to huddle groups, pull a golf ball-sized piece of the dough and form a ball. Make an indention with your finger and add a few drops of food coloring into the indention. Close up the opening to form a ball. Store in a Ziploc baggie.
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








