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Jesus Is Baptized (Luke 3)

Main Point: God wants everyone to know that Jesus is His Son and to believe in Him!

Key Verse: He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less. – John 3:30 (NLT)

Materials: Pictures of couples; A wedding ring (Leader can use your own, if applicable, or use costume jewelry)
Hands on Application:
· Show the 2 photos of couples. Ask which couple is married. Ask: How do you know if they are married? Listen for answers (A wedding ring is the only visible sign)

· Show a wedding ring. Ask: What is this? Who wears it? (Leader, if you are married, refer to your own wedding ring.) Say: Most people who are married wear a wedding ring. This ring shows everyone that the person wearing it is married. The wedding ring doesn’t make someone married. Two people are married when they take vows at their wedding, promising to love each other and stay together until they die. The wedding ring is a symbol that they have made these promises.
Group Discussion:
· Ask: There are some married people who don’t wear a ring. Are they still married? Yes. What if a married man takes off his wedding ring to wash his hands? Is he still married? Yes. What if an unmarried woman tries on a wedding ring in the store? Would that make her married? No. 
· Say: The wedding ring doesn’t make someone married. It’s a symbol that a person wears on their finger so that everyone who sees it knows he or she is married. In the same way, being baptized is a symbol. It’s an outward symbol of the change that’s been made on the inside of a person. When you get baptized, you show everyone that you have believed and trusted God.

· Ask: Why do you think Jesus was baptized? The Bible tells us a few reasons.

· Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 3:13-15. It fulfilled God’s plan. Everyone watching would know that Jesus agreed with John’s message about the kingdom of God.

· Continue to read Matthew 3:16-17. God took this moment to announce that Jesus was His Son. (This was the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry where He taught and did miracles for all to see.)
· Say: Jesus’ baptism did not change who Jesus already was. It showed everyone who He was.
Personal Connection:

· Say: Likewise, after you and I put our trust in Jesus, God instructs us to show other people who we are (believers, Jesus-followers) by being baptized. 

· Ask a volunteer to read Acts 2:38. Ask: What happens before we are baptized? We repent which means “change your mind”; we realize that our sin is wrong and we trust Jesus to take away our sin.

· Ask: Why is it important for other people to see us get baptized? So they will know that Jesus is our King; so they will know why we have become a new creation; so they can ask questions and learn about Jesus
· Leader, tell students about when you were baptized. What did it feel like? Who was there to watch?                  If any of your students have been baptized, ask them to share their experience. Ask who was present to watch. Give students who have not been baptized an opportunity to ask any questions they may have.

Conversation with God (Prayer): Thank God that He gives us the opportunity to show others that we trust in Him by being baptized just as Jesus was baptized.
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