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The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)

Main Point:  God is faithful.
Key Verse: “We might be thrown into the blazing furnace. But the God we serve is able to bring us out of it alive. He will save us from your powerful hand.”  Daniel 3:17
Materials:  Authority Cards
Personal Connection:
· Say: Open your time together by reading Romans 13:1-4 with your group. What do these verses mean? God has put people in charge of us and we obey God when we obey them. Let’s think of some rules that adults have to follow. Stop at stoplights, go to work, drive carefully, pay taxes (pay money to the government). What happens if we don’t follow those rules? We have to pay the consequences like getting a speeding ticket or get fired from our job. But sometimes the government or the people who have authority in our lives ask us to do something that is the opposite of what God tells us to do. Whom should we obey? God or the people in authority over us? We should always put God first if someone is asking us to do something that is wrong. Let’s see if we can recognize times when we obey God by obeying our authorities or by obeying God, we have to disobey our authorities. 
Hands on Application:

· Say: Have children stand in the middle of the room. Read an Authority situation card and have children discuss what they need to do. If they agree that they are obeying God by obeying their authority, have them walk to the left side of the room. If they think that they must disobey their authority in order to obey God, have them move to the right side of the room.
Group Discussion:

· Say: Read Daniel 3:16-18. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew that the God we serve had the power to protect them from the fire. They also knew that if God chose not to protect them, they would still serve Him. God has made us special promises in His word that He will always be by our side whether He decides to deliver us from persecution or allow us to go through the persecution. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego made the decision that no matter what, they would follow God and would not bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image. Relying on God’s faithfulness gave them the courage to take whatever consequences Nebuchadnezzar had in mind. If they had been too afraid to follow God, the entire country of Babylon would have missed out on seeing how powerful God is. Because they were willing to suffer the consequences of choosing to honor God above choosing to bow down to the idol, God was able to do amazing miracles. When people saw the miracles that occurred that day, they knew there was one true God. Even Nebuchadnezzar changed his opinion of God. Read Daniel 3:28 together. 
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will learn to show active trust in God. Pray that they will rely on God’s faithfulness so that they can be filled with courage like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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The Fiery Furnace
	In the 1940’s, the Germans were killing the Jews. It was against the law to hide Jews from German soldiers. Kind-hearted Germans hid Jewish people in closets and hidden rooms to keep them from being taken to concentration camps. 


	Your mom tells you to clean your room. You pick up all your toys and make your bed. She’s really proud of your hard work!

	The people in China are not allowed to meet together to worship God. Every Sunday, they meet at someone’s house to read God’s word and praise Him. If they are caught, they have to go to jail. 


	Your science teacher tells you that God did not create the world and that He does not exist. On your science test you write that God made the world in six days. You get a U on your test. 

	Your mom and dad stop at the stop light when it turns red. They wait patiently until it turns green, and then they begin driving.


	Your teacher tells you that your math homework is due on Wednesday. You finish your homework and turn it in on time.

	In Algeria, people are not allowed to have their own Bible. You hear about a man who sneaks Bibles into the country and gives them away to people who believe in Jesus. 

 
	You read your Bible every night. You are so thankful you live in a country where you can worship God freely.
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