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The Gibeonite Treaty (Joshua 9 - 10)
Main Point: We must not trust our own judgment, but follow God in everything.

Key Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take. – Proverbs 3:5-6

Materials: Two identical boxes, taped shut – one containing a $1 bill, one containing some rocks

Personal Connection:

· Say: Have you ever had to make a really big decision? I know I have. Your parents have made some big decisions–which college to go to, who to marry, which house to buy. Can you think of some big decisions you’ve had to make? Wait for responses. You can also share a time when you had an important decision to make.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Today, I need a volunteer to make a decision. Choose a volunteer. I have two boxes here that look exactly the same. You get to pick one and keep whatever is in it. You can do whatever you want to help you make a decision except for look inside the boxes–that includes feeling the weight of the boxes, shaking them around, etc. Let the student make his or her choice–he or she is likely to choose the box with the rocks.
· If the student chooses the rocks, say: Looks like you’ve chosen a rock! That’s not much of a prize, is it? Let’s see what was in the other box. Show the $1 bill. You could’ve gotten a dollar! What happened? Why did you choose the worse option? You weighed the boxes, shook them around. How could you have made a better choice? Say: You should have asked ME which box to choose! I would have gladly told you!

· If the student chooses the money, say: Let’s see what was in the other box. Show the rocks. You could’ve gotten rocks! Looks like you made the right choice. So, how did you make your decision? You weighed the boxes, shook them around. You used your own wisdom, but what if this rock-box had been filled with gold? You would have made the wrong decision by choosing the lighter box. What is the only way to be SURE to make the right choice? Say: You should have asked ME which box to choose! I would have gladly told you!

Group Discussion:

· Say: Of course, he/she should’ve asked me! I knew what was in the boxes, and I would’ve told him/her which box was best. Ask: How is this like God? God knows all things and is happy to give us wisdom to make the right choice. Have a volunteer read James 1:5.
· Say: Do you ever have decisions to make, and forget to ask God what to do? This is what happened to Joshua and the Israelites in the lesson today. They were fooled by the Gibeonites, but if they had only asked God what to do, He would have shown them the truth. As a result, the Israelites will suffer later because of the wicked influence of the Gibeonites.

· Say: This happens a lot in our lives, too. Any time we have a decision to make, the very first thing we should do is ask God what to do. We must not trust our own knowledge to make wise decisions for us. Read Proverbs 3:5-6.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will always remember to ask God when they have a decision to make and that they will trust His knowledge instead of their own. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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