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God Gives Jericho to His People (Joshua 5 - 6)

Main Point: The Lord will accomplish what He plans to do.
Key Verse:  Then the Lord spoke to Joshua. He said “I have handed Jericho over to you. I have also handed its king and its fighting men over to you.” – Joshua 6:2
Materials: A sheet of paper with the puzzle outline and a plastic baggie containing the puzzle pieces for each student.
Personal Connection:

· Say: Have you ever had something you needed to get accomplished? Maybe you had a project you needed to get done for school. I know I always have new things that I need to get accomplished. However, sometimes it can be hard to accomplish what we need to do. Share a time when you had trouble accomplishing something you needed to get done. 
Hands on Application:

· Say: Today we are going to see how good we are at accomplishing things. Each of you will get an outline of an arrow shape and a plastic baggie of puzzle pieces. What you need to do is make the pieces fit in the shape on the paper before I say stop. Pass out the puzzles and give the students 30 seconds to solve the puzzle.
· Say: When the time is up. Time’s up! Show your completed puzzle. Did anybody get it? Raise your hand if you got it done. Let students raise hands. Wow, I’m impressed! Don’t worry if you didn’t get it though.
Group Discussion:

· Say: So, it looks like some of us accomplished the puzzle and some of us didn’t quite get it. This happens all throughout our lives. Sometimes we accomplish what we set out to do, but sometimes we just don’t get it done. What are some reasons we don’t get things accomplished? Leader, list obstacles on white board or paper.
· Say: God, on the other hand, always accomplishes what He sets out to do. God has never, ever failed to do what He wanted to get done. None of the obstacles that get in our way could ever stop God! Leader, go over your list of obstacles, noting that God is bigger, stronger, and smarter than each one.
· Say: Many times, God’s plans involve us. It is an incredible joy and privilege to be a part of God’s plans. All we have to do when God wants to use us is to obey Him, even if God’s plans don’t seem to make sense to us. Remember Joshua and the Israelites we just heard about in the lesson? God’s plan was clear: to defeat Jericho and give the Israelites the Promised Land. But imagine if you had been an Israelite during that time. Would it have seemed to make sense when God told Joshua to march around the city and blow trumpets for seven days? No, it seemed crazy. But what happened? On the seventh day, God knocked the walls down! He accomplished what He had planned.
· Say: Even when God’s plans don’t seem to make sense to us, the best thing we can do is to trust and obey God and leave the rest up to Him.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that even when God’s plans seem confusing to your students, they will continue to trust and obey God.  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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Copy and cut along dotted lines, so that there is one puzzle outline per student.
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Copy and cut along dotted lines, so that there is one set of puzzle pieces for each student.
