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What if… We Were the Light? (Philippians 2:12-18)

Main Point: We should light up the dark places with the way we live our lives.

Key Verse:  Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. - Philippians 2:15b NLT

Materials: small battery-operated light (such as flashlight, tea light, etc.)

Discussion & Personal Connection 
• What is the darkest place you can think of? (closet, under bed, outer space, etc.) 

• Why is it so dark there? (No light.)

• What does spiritual darkness mean?

• Who is the Light? 

• What places do you go in a normal week? What is the spiritual condition of those places?

• Do you think you can be a light there?

• Now you might think “I can’t stand up in the middle of my class and preach a sermon!” But that’s not 

  what Paul is telling you to do. 

• Read Philippians 2:14-15. 

• Does everyone here have the ability to not complain? How can you improve in this area?

• Does everyone here have the ability to not argue? How can you improve in this area?

• Is everyone here able to live in a pure way? How?

• Do you need a Bible College degree to live like this? No! 

Hands on Application
Turn on the tea light. While the overhead lights are on, ask: “Does this light in my hand look brighter now…” (turn off overhead lights) “or now?”

• What do you think that tells us about our spiritual light, shining for Jesus? (The darker it is around 

  us, the bigger difference we make.) 

• Let’s read Matthew 5:14-16. Cover the light with a jacket or something opaque. 

• What are some ways believers cover their spiritual light? (Go along with the crowd, Don’t speak up 

  when you know you should, Argue, Complain, Choose to sin, Stay separate from lost people.)

• How can we shine?

If time permits: 

• What was the spiritual condition of earth when Jesus came? (Completely dark)

• What was the spiritual condition of earth when Jesus left? (Lots of people in the light ready to go to 

  all the dark places)

• What difference would you like to make in the dark places you go to?

Conversation with God (Prayer)

Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. Ask God where He wants you to be a light. Ask God if you are shining as brightly as He wants you to. If not, what needs to change? Pray for people you know who are living in spiritual darkness, separated from God. 
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