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What if… We Thought Like Jesus? (Philippians 2:5-11)

Main Point: If we think like Jesus, we’ll put others before ourselves and live joyfully.

Key Verse:  You should think in the same way Christ Jesus does. - Philippians 2:5

Materials: 1 strip of paper with verse per child; markers; tape
Discussion & Personal Connection 

• Had Jesus ever done anything wrong? (No!)

• How do you think Jesus felt about being punished on the cross?
• Let’s read Matthew 26:39. What does this tell us about how Jesus felt? (He was not looking forward 

  to it; He would have preferred another way; ultimately He trusted God’s plan!)

Jesus trusted that in the end, God would take care of Him!
• Let’s read Mark 10:45 - Note that “Son of Man” is the name Jesus called Himself many times.

• What did Jesus set people free from? (Their sin; kingdom of darkness; separation from God)

• Does Jesus deserve to be served? (Yes) But did He cling to His ‘right’ to be served? (Not at all)

• Why did Jesus die for us?

• If we thought like Jesus, how would we treat others? 

• Is it hard for you to treat others like that? Why?

• What does trust in God have to do with how we treat others? (If we trust that God is good and He’s in 

  control, we know He’ll make sure we have what we need. We don’t have to grab it for ourselves.) 

Hands on Application
• I have a verse for each of you. Let’s make a bracelet out of them. The verse will go on the inside 

  and on the outside, we’ll each write: W W J T? (which stands for What Would Jesus Think?)

Give kids a minute to write the initials, and then tape them on like a bracelet.

• How can you find out what Jesus thinks about a situation? (Read His word, and we can simply ask 

  Him in prayer!)

• Why does Paul want us to think like Jesus thinks? (We DO what we BELIEVE/THINK. It’ll bring us joy.)

Discuss the following scenarios:

· You notice there’s only one ice cream bar left. You and your sister both want it.

· Your friend is out of paper for the third time this week. He asks you for some – again.

· You have to do a group project. You end up doing WAY more work than anyone else, but you’ll all get the same grade.

· Your sister wants to play a game you don’t really like, but you know it’s her favorite.

· It’s your brother’s turn to take out the trash, but he forgot and went to his friend’s house. You know he’ll get in trouble if the trash doesn’t get taken out. 

• This week, whatever situation you find yourself in, pray and ask Jesus “What do You think?”

Conversation with God (Prayer)

Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. Thank Jesus that He came to serve us by taking away our sin! Ask Him to make our thoughts like His thoughts so we can serve others well this week.
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