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What if… Heaven is Real? (Philippians 1:20-31)

Main Point: Believers are citizens in heaven, and it should change the way we live.

Key Verse: Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. - Philippians 1:27 (NLT)

Materials: 2 pieces of paper and pen or pencil (per group)

Personal Connection & Hands on Application

At the top of one paper, write USA and on the other, write Kingdom of Heaven.

• What are some of the laws in our country? Leader, record 8-10 accurate answers on the USA paper.
• Ok, great. Now let’s talk about the kingdom of heaven. Almost all of these (USA) laws are also laws in heaven. Jot down a few laws from the USA sheet onto the Kingdom of Heaven sheet if they apply. 
But God has even better laws. Let’s read a few:

· Look up & read 1 Thessalonians 5:11. (Write “encourage others” on the KoH sheet.)

· Look up & read John 15:12. (Write “love others” on the KoH sheet.)

· Look up & read Luke 11:41. (Write “be generous”.)

· Look up & read Ephesians 4:32. (Write “be kind and forgive”.)

• These are just a few of the good laws God has for His kingdom. 

• Look at these. Doesn’t God’s kingdom sound like an awesome place to be?

• In our country, do we have laws that say you have to be kind or you have to love people?

• It’s kind of interesting. If you only keep the laws of our county, you’ll miss out on most of the laws of heaven. But if you keep the laws in the kingdom of heaven, you’ll automatically keep the laws of our country!

So keeping the laws is our responsibility (it’s what we should do). 

But as citizens we have many privileges too (that’s what our country/kingdom/King does for us).

Leader, flip over the papers.

• What are some of the privileges of being a citizen in our country? (We live in a beautiful place; we can worship God without going to jail; our army protects us; we can speak freely; etc.)

• What are the privileges of being a citizen of the kingdom of heaven? (The Creator of the universe takes care of us; the King knows and loves me; the Holy Spirit lives in us; we will live forever in an amazingly perfect place; our King can do miracles; one day there will be no more sin, sickness, or suffering; etc.)

• Which kingdom is better? 

• Paul told us to remember: If we believe in Jesus, we are in this kingdom (hold up KoH paper). If we focus on the kingdom of heaven, it will change the way we live our life here on earth.

• How do we become citizens in heaven? (We just believe in Jesus – Mark 1:15, Acts 8:12)
Conversation with God (Prayer)

Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. Thank God for His amazing kingdom, and for Jesus dying to give us the only way to become citizens in heaven. Ask Him to help us keep our focus on our citizenship in heaven, because that gives us the fullest possible life here, and draws other people toward God.

(Teacher Note: Different authors used the terms “kingdom of God” or “kingdom of heaven” but they mean the same thing.)
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