Lesson # 6 - The Parable Of The Unforgiving Servant

Main Point:  God’s forgiveness of our sin should motivate us to forgive others.

PowerPoint:  Matt 18:21-35   (will take several slides)
Peter came to Jesus. He asked, "Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 

   Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but 70 x 7 times. 

   "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to collect all the money his servants owed him. As the king began to do it, a man who owed him millions of dollars was brought to him. The man was not able to pay. So his master gave an order. The man, his wife, his children, and all he owned had to be sold to pay back what he owed. 

   "The servant fell on his knees in front of him 'Give me time,' he begged. 'I'll pay everything back.' 

   "The king felt sorry for him. He forgave him what he owed and let him go. 

   "But then that servant went out and found one of the other servants who owed him a few dollars. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he said. 

   "The other servant fell on his knees. 'Give me time,' he begged him. 'I'll pay you back.' 

"But the first servant refused. Instead, he went and had the man thrown into prison. The man would be held there until he could pay back what he owed. The other servants saw what had happened. It troubled them greatly. They went and told their master everything that had happened. 

   "Then the king called the first servant in. 'You evil servant,' he said. 'I forgave all that you owed me because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on the other servant just as I had mercy on you?' In anger the king turned him over to the jailers. He would be punished until he paid back everything he owed. 

   "This is how my Father in heaven will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

    

Say This:  How many times should we forgive others who hurt us? 

What happens if we don’t forgive?
These are the hard questions that we will be looking at today.  The Bible is God’s Word, and it is always true.  We should remember to look in the Bible for answers to every question! 
Jesus told a story –a parable – to help us understand what it means to forgive.

Show this picture: 



 Show these verses again”  "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to collect all the money his servants owed him. As the king began to do it, a man who owed him millions of dollars was brought to him. The man was not able to pay. So his master gave an order. The man, his wife, his children, and all he owned had to be sold to pay back what he owed. 

   "The servant fell on his knees in front of him. 'Give me time,' he begged. 'I'll pay everything back.' 
Show this picture:




Say This: Millions of dollars is an impossible amount to repay.   The man who owed this much money knew that he was in serious trouble.  Have you ever owed somebody something that you could not repay?  It is a very scary feeling to know that you are not able to pay.

The king ordered that this man, his wife, and his children had to be SOLD to pay back what he owed.  Can you imagine how shocking this would be to your family?  Can you see how frightened and sad this man’s wife and children must have been?

It’s very interesting to note what the servant said next: 

PowerPoint:   "The servant fell on his knees in front of him. 'Give me time,' he begged. 'I'll pay everything back.' 

Say This:  Even if this man had many years to work, could he EVER get millions of dollars to pay off this debt? (No).  Millions of dollars was more money than he would ever have.  This debt was IMPOSSIBLE to pay.

PowerPoint:  IMPOSSIBLE

*This word IMPOSSIBLE is very important.  No matter how hard or how long the servant worked, he could NEVER repay millions of dollars to the king.  It was IMPOSSIBLE.  Even though the man said that he would pay everything back, the king knew better.  The king knew that this was an IMPOSSIBLE amount.  So look what the king says next:

 PowerPoint:    "The king felt sorry for him. He forgave him what he owed and let him go FREE. “
Say This:  WOW!  Can you imagine owing millions of dollars to someone who was just about to sell you and your family as slaves and then suddenly being forgiven?  It seems that this man and his family would be celebrating and rejoicing in the king’s kindness.

But noooooooooooooo--------something terrible is about to happen!!!!!

PowerPoint:    "But then that servant went out and found one of the other servants who owed him a few dollars. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he said. 

   "The other servant fell on his knees. 'Give me time,' he begged him. 'I'll pay you back.' 

"But the first servant refused. Instead, he went and had the man thrown into prison. The man would be held there until he could pay back what he owed. The other servants saw what had happened. It troubled them greatly. They went and told their master everything that had happened. 
Say This:  Instead of being really thankful to be set free from a HUGE debt, the servant went out to find a person who owed him just a few dollars.  This was a small debt – one that easily could have been repaid.  When the man asked for more time to pay, the first servant refused and had him thrown into prison.

Show this picture: 




Ask:  Could the money be paid back while the man was in prison?  (No)  

Doesn’t it seem very mean and cruel to throw this man in prison for just a few dollars? (Yes)
Say This:  Because the first servant did not ever really accept the king’s free gift of forgiveness, he was not able to give forgiveness to his other man. 

PowerPoint:  You can’t give what you don’t have.

Say This:  The first servant didn’t ever fully receive forgiveness.  It’s possible that he was still, in some way, trying to pay off this own debt that he had been graciously forgiven from.  Because he did not receive forgiveness, he could not give forgiveness.  This is very important for you to understand.  You must first be willing to receive God’s forgiveness before you are able to give forgiveness to others.
Say This:  When the king heard that the first servant sent this man to prison for just a few dollars, listen to what he did next:
PowerPoint:     "Then the king called the first servant in. 'You evil servant,' he said. 'I forgave all that you owed me because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on the other servant just as I had mercy on you?' In anger the king turned him over to the jailers. He would be punished until he paid back everything he owed. 

Say This:  In this parable, the unforgiving servant is sent to prison by the king for his unwillingness to forgive others, not because he could not repay the huge debt he owed.
PowerPoint:  Then Jesus said, "This is how my Father in heaven will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

Say This:  If we are unwilling to love well and forgive others from our heart, God will punish us.  We must recognize that all of us are sinners.  We all do bad things.  We all have “debts” that we cannot pay.  

The Bible says that the wages of our sin is death.  Because we have all sinned, we deserve to be separated from God forever.  But that is not God’s plan.  Because He loves us and forgives us, He offers to us the FREE GIFT of forgiveness and salvation from sin, but we must be willing to receive it.  

Remember, you can’t give what you don’t have.  If you haven’t received forgiveness for your sin from Jesus, you will not be able to forgive others.

Big Question:  So what happens if we don’t forgive?

If we choose not to forgive others, we are actually hurting ourselves.  We will be absolutely miserable if we choose not to forgive.




PowerPoint:  
What Forgiveness Is:

· A choice to free the person who has hurt you from their penalty and guilt
· A choice to free YOURSELF from anger and bitterness and getting even
· True forgiveness is not earned; true forgiveness is simply given

PowerPoint:  
What Forgiveness Is NOT:  

· Forgiveness is not leniency or overlooking sin.  You see it for what it really is.
· Forgiveness is not the same as having the same relationship you had before.  
· Forgiveness is not free.  
Say This:  What about forgiving people who don’t even ask to be forgiven?  What about forgiving people who don’t even admit they are wrong???  How many times does Jesus tell us to forgive?
“Jesus forgave the people while he was on the cross, and they had not repented. They did not know what they were doing. Until they repented there could be no remission of sin and no relationship, but what forgiveness does is release the other person from me. It turns the problem over to God. I no longer hold it in my power to judge.“  Hampton Keathley IV , Th.M. from www.bible.org
PowerPoint:  Peter came to Jesus. He asked, "Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 

   Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven times = 490 times. 
Say This:  WOW!  That’s a lot of times to forgive!  But think about how many times Jesus has forgiven you.  Take a moment to think about your week.  Try to count how many times you’ve needed Jesus’ forgiveness……..It’s a lot more than 490 times!

Jesus is always willing to show us Mercy and Grace:
PowerPoint:  Grace – getting something good that you don’t deserve

Say This:  Being set free from owing millions of dollars was certainly something this man did not deserve.  And that’s what GRACE is – God’s goodness to us even though we don’t deserve it!

PowerPoint:  Mercy – not getting the punishment you deserve

Say This:  This man who owed millions of dollars definitely deserved punishment.  Yet through God’s love, the king was able to show MERCY to this man.
Main Point:  God’s forgiveness of our sin should motivate us to forgive others.

Say This:  Let’s remember how much God has forgiven us so that we in turn can forgive others.
This page of notes was written by: Hampton Keathley IV , Th.M. from www.bible.org
Notes to the teacher:

· The image of being released from a debt is a great illustration of what it is to forgive. You’ve heard the phrase, “Forgive and forget.” People are confused. They think that forgiveness = forgetting. But it doesn’t. You know they owe you, but when you don’t make them pay, you know that it cost you. We don’t forget. We can’t forget, but we don’t hold a grudge. We don’t bring it up again. 

· Why did Jesus say 70x7 ? What is the significance of that number? It equals 490. That is how many years Israel stayed in the land without obeying the Sabbath year. God forgave Israel 490 times before he finally sent them to Babylon. Also compare Daniel’s prophecy. God is going to forgive Israel for 490 more years - 70 weeks of years... God does not ask us to do anything that He isn’t willing to do. 

The King and Servant

	The situation
	The king was owed an amount so large the servant could never repay.

	The servants’ plea
	The servant admitted his debt and begged for mercy.

	The response
	He felt compassion on the servant and released the debt.


The Unforgiving Servant and another servant

	The situation
	The Unforgiving servant had a fellow servant (one of his peers) who owed him a small amount. The servant grabs his fellow servant and chokes him! No mercy, no compassion.

	The servants’ plea
	The indebted servant begged for mercy

	The response
	He refused to release the debt and demanded payment, but ironically, he put him in a situation where he would never be able to repay. (This is and important detail.)


The King and the Unforgiving Servant

	The situation
	The king heard of the ungrateful servant’s refusal to forgive another servant what was owed him.

	The king’s response
	...to the ungrateful servant - He tortured him until he could repay.


Jesus’ Concluding Statement:  God will do the same to us if we do not forgive our brother from our heart.
For the Teacher: Really great stuff about MERCY and GRACE:

(excerpt from Captured by Grace by David Jeremiah)

Mercy withholds the knife from the heart of Isaac.

Grace provides a ram in the thicket.

Mercy runs to forgive the Lost Son.

Grace throws a party with every extravagance.

Mercy bandages the wounds of the man beaten by robbers.

Grace covers the cost of his full recovery.

Mercy hears the cry of the thief on the the cross.

Grace promises paradise that very day.

Mercy pays the penalty for our sin at the cross.

Grace substitutes the righteousness of Christ for our wickedness.

Mercy converts Paul on the road to Damascus.

Grace calls him an apostle.

Mercy saved John Newton from a life of rebellion and sin.

Grace makes him a pastor and author of a timeless hymn. (Amazing Grace)

Mercy closed the door to hell.

Grace opens the door to heaven.

Mercy withholds what we have earned.

Grace provides blessings we have not earned.
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NEW !

Stuff for Parents

Inside this newsletter are suggested devotions that you can do as a family to complement the lesson that was taught in church today.  

We LOVE the time we spend with your children, but we know that God has given you the primary responsibility to shepherd your children spiritually.  We hope these devotions will be a useful tool and starting point for your family.
This year, for the first time, we’ll be writing our own Bible curriculum for kids here @ Grace.  WHY?  Because we are committed to richer Bible learning for our GraceKidz.  We’ve seen them dive deeply into God’s Word, and we want to provide a curriculum that allows them to do so every week. 
So enjoy this summer with your kids and experience true growth with them as you both dig into Bible Study together.  We pray that this will be the BEST summer ever!
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