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Wise and Foolish Builders (Matthew 7:24-27)
Main Point: Build your life on the solid rock of Jesus Christ and His Word.

Key Verse: Don’t just listen to the word. You fool yourselves if you do that. You must do what it says. – James 1:22
Materials: A plate with some rocks, a plastic (or foam) plate with some sand, a cup of water.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Think for a minute about your house. Can you name the main parts of your house? Four walls and a roof. Those are the parts we see most often. But we are missing the most important part! Does anyone know what that is? The foundation. Yes! The foundation is what gives support to the whole house and keeps it together. Has anyone seen a house being built? Does anyone know what the foundation of a house is made of? Concrete. The foundation of a house is made of concrete, because concrete is a very strong, sturdy material. If the foundation of a house isn’t strong, the house won’t stand for long.

· Say: Although concrete is used today, people in Jesus’ day would have used rock or stone for the foundation of their houses. We learned about this in the lesson today. Jesus told a parable about two men: one who was smart and used rock for his foundation, and another who wasn’t so smart and decided to use sand for his foundation. Bring out your plates with rocks and sand. Now, we said earlier that a foundation must be strong in order to support a house. Which of these feels stronger to you, the rocks or the sand? Let the students feel the rocks and the sand. Obviously, the rocks are stronger and sturdier than the sand. Already, we can see that the builder who chose sand over stone was foolish. But in the parable, what happened after the men built their houses? Storms came and rained on the houses. That’s right; storms came to the houses and poured rain on the houses. Let’s see how water affects the rocks and the sand. Pour water on the rocks and the sand. Let’s see now, did anything change? Let the students feel the rocks and sand again. Well, the rocks seem to be just as strong and sturdy as before. But what about the sand? The sand is about as strong as mud! It’s even less sturdy than before! Now we can fully see the consequences of the foolish man’s actions; Jesus tells us in the parable that the man’s house fell down while the wise man’s house was unharmed by the storm.
Group Discussion:

· Say: As in every parable, this story has a deeper meaning than simply illustrating good house building techniques. In this parable, the houses are like our lives. We choose for ourselves what kind of foundation we will build our lives on. The rock – the strong foundation – is Jesus, who is strong, sturdy, and unchanging like a rock. If we are wise, we will build our lives on Him. If we are foolish, however, we will build our lives on something else, whether it is our feelings, our own wisdom, or anything else. These other things are the sand in the parable. Our foundation will be put to the test when storms come – troubles or hard times in our lives. When these “storms” come, one of two things will happen. If we have built our lives on our own foundation, then our lives will collapse like the house in the parable. But if we have built our lives on Jesus, the rock, then our lives will hold up against any storms that come. What are some ways we can make Jesus the foundation of our lives? Listen for students’ answers.
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will actively make Jesus the foundation of their lives. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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