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The Wedding Feast (Matthew 22:1-14)
Main Point: God provides everything we need to enter His Kingdom.

Key Verse: But God gives you the gift of eternal life because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done. – Romans 6:23b

Materials: 2 robes, or 2 pieces of cloth to be worn like a garment.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Have any of you ever been to a wedding? Think about what it was like. Usually, weddings are fancy with lots of food and celebration. This is because weddings are very special occasions – they celebrate the marriage between two people. Just like today, weddings were very important in Jesus’ time. It is no wonder that the wedding was such a big deal in the parable we just heard. Today we’re going to focus on the point Jesus made at the end of the parable.
· Say: Who was the main person in the parable? The king. Yes, the king was the most important person in the parable. Today I need someone to play the role of the king. Choose a volunteer to play your king. Now, at the end of the parable, the king invited everyone he could find to the wedding feast, and he provided everyone at the feast with special wedding clothes. Give your robe to the “king” as the “wedding clothes.” I need someone to be a guest at the wedding. Choose a volunteer to be a wedding guest. So, our guest wants to get into the wedding feast. What does he need to be able to do this? The wedding clothes. Right! He must be wearing the wedding clothes to get in. The king provides the clothes, so what should our guest do? Accept the clothes from the king. Have your guest take the robe from the king and put it on. There! Now our guest is all set to come to the feast.
· Say: Today, I’m also going to pretend to be a wedding guest. So, your majesty, I’m ready to come into the wedding, but I think I’d rather not wear your wedding clothes. Wait for the “king” to respond. I think my clothes are pretty nice. They should be fine for this wedding. Ask students: Would that work? Would I be able to get in with my own clothes? No! No? Why not? Because you must accept the king’s wedding clothes. Each guest had to accept the king’s clothes to enter.
Group Discussion:

· Ask: Why does the king make the rules? It is his feast. Is it fair for the king to make the rules? Yes. He owns the palace. He is in charge. There was a man in the parable who tried to get into the wedding without wearing the king’s clothes. Will a volunteer look up and read Matthew 22:11-13? Have a volunteer look up and read Matthew 22:11-13. As we can see, anyone who tried to attend the wedding without wearing the clothes provided by the king was unsuccessful. Now, was the king being unfair by kicking the man out? No! Why? The king was generous to freely offer each and every person the clothes they needed. But the man refused the clothes that the king provided for all the guests, and as a result, he was thrown out of the wedding feast.

· Say: Since this is a parable, everything in the story represents something else in real life. In this story, the king represents God, the feast represents the kingdom of God, and the wedding clothes represent God’s free gift of salvation. Everyone in the feast had to accept and put on the wedding clothes provided by the king. In the same way, everyone in the kingdom of God must accept and put on the salvation that is freely provided by God through faith in Jesus. No one who does not accept it can come into the kingdom of God. It is up to us to accept this gift of salvation.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will see that they must accept God’s gift of salvation to enter the kingdom and that each student would receive this gift if they have not already. Fill in the prayer journal; close in prayer.
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