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The Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21)
Main Point: We should put our energy and efforts into storing up eternal treasures in heaven.

Key Verse: ”But God said to him, ‘You foolish man! This very night I will take your life away from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’” – Luke 12:20
Materials: Six or seven pieces of candy.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Let me ask you all a question. How many of you want to have plenty of money, a big house, a nice car, and fancy clothes when you grow up? Sure, we all would like to have those things. Everyone wants to have plenty of material things. The rich man from the lesson today wanted those kinds of things, too. However, he found out that it is better to save up treasures in heaven rather than on earth. Today we’re going to try and see for ourselves whether or not this is true.

· Say: Will two people please volunteer to help me today? Choose two volunteers. Now, today one of you is going to store up “worldly things” for yourself. Let’s say that you work your entire life to save up as many possessions as you can. Say you get a job that pays a lot of money, and with that money, you buy a big fancy house. Put a piece of candy on the table next to your volunteer. And you buy lots of expensive things to put in that house. Put another piece of candy on the table. And, let’s say you decide to buy a really nice car for yourself. Put another piece of candy on the table. So now, you’ve spent your whole life gaining material possessions for yourself. But now let’s say that you’re at the end of your life and you arrive in heaven, where you can’t take any of your possessions. Have your volunteer move to a spot that you designate as “heaven”, but leave the candy on the table. Now what? You’re in heaven, which is fantastic, but you don’t have any of your treasures you spent so much time getting.

· Say: But let’s look at our other volunteer. Instead of deciding to strive for possessions on earth, let’s say this volunteer spends her time storing up treasures in heaven. Instead of worrying about how big her house is, or what expensive clothes she wears, she spends her time doing things that are pleasing to the Lord. When she has extra money, she uses it to buy food for those who don’t have enough to eat. She spends her time helping children who don’t have parents. She resists spending all of her money on things for herself. While you are speaking, place pieces of candy near your other volunteer in “heaven.” Then she finally reaches the end of her life and arrives in heaven. Have your volunteer move to the same place as the first volunteer in “heaven.” Give the candy to your second volunteer. Now look! She gets to enjoy the treasures she has been storing up throughout her life. Thank your volunteers.
Group Discussion:

· Ask: When you know that life here on earth is this short (hold your hands up, almost touching each other) compared to eternity in heaven that is this long (spread your arms out as far as you can), is it better to have treasures on earth or in heaven? In heaven. This is what the rich man in the parable found out – and he found out the hard way! We don’t want to be like this man. We must listen to Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:19-20. Will someone look up and read these verses? Choose someone to look up and read Matthew 6:19-20. Instead of trying to collect things for ourselves on earth, we should store up treasures in heaven.

· Ask: How can kids your age store up treasures in heaven instead of treasures on earth?
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will focus on storing up heavenly things instead of gaining earthly possessions. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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