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The Persistent Friend (Luke 11:5-13)
Main Point: Keep on praying to God!

Key Verse: “So here is what I say to you. Ask, and it will be given to you. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you. Everyone who asks will receive. He who searches will find. And the door will be opened to the one who knocks.” – Luke 11:9-10

Materials: A small snack or piece of bread

Hands on Application:

· Say: Have you ever had to get up really early in the morning? It sure is hard to get up when all you want to do is hit “snooze” on your alarm clock. But have you ever been woken up in the middle of the night? This is even worse! And a lot of times, getting woken up in the middle of the night means there’s an emergency, like someone having a baby or having to go to the hospital. In the lesson, we heard Jesus’ story about a man who woke up his friend at midnight just to ask to borrow some bread! Today, we’re going to see what this story might have looked like.

· Say: I need two volunteers today. Choose volunteers. Now, I need one of you to play the man who was asleep and the other to play the man who wakes him up. Assign roles and give snack to your “sleeping man.” Have this student pretend to be asleep. Have students act out the story while you narrate.
· Say: So the story goes like this. It’s midnight, and our man here has a friend on a journey that comes to stay with him in the middle of the night. Unfortunately, he has no bread to feed his friend. So what does he do? He goes to his other friend who is asleep in bed with his whole family, pounds on his door, and asks him to get up and give him some bread. Have students act this out. Now, I don’t know about you, but if someone were banging on my door at midnight to wake me up, I would NOT feel like getting up and finding my way in the dark to give that person bread. Neither did the man’s friend. He told the man not to bother him, since his entire family was already in bed. Have your student say, “Go away!” to the other. But what does the first man do? He keeps on knocking until his friend finally gets up and gives him as much bread as he needs. Have your student get up and give the other student the snack. Thank your volunteers and have them sit back down.

Group Discussion:

· Say: Jesus says we are to be like the man who woke up his friend. The man was in desperate need to begin with; he probably did not go waking up his neighbors at midnight for just anything. But the most important thing about this man was his persistence. If someone is persistent, that person does not give up easily. Jesus says this is the reason the man’s friend got up and gave him bread. Even after his friend already said “No,” the man did not stop asking until his friend had given him all the bread that he needed. When we pray, we are to be persistent like the man in the parable. Even if the answer at first seems to be “No,” we are to keep on asking and praying. Jesus goes on to say that God is a loving and gracious father. He wants to give us good gifts and provide for His children. All we must do is keep on asking and praying to God.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will have the perseverance to keep on asking God to meet their needs. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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