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The Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32)
Main Point: God longs to bring everyone into His kingdom.

Key Verse: "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattest calf and kill it. Let's have a big dinner and celebrate. This son of mine was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he is found.'” 

– Luke 15:22-24

Materials: A robe (or piece of fabric), a ring, a pair of sandals (or flip flops)

Hands on Application:

· Say: In the parable we heard today, we learned about a man who spent a whole lot of money on wild partying and celebrating. Which person am I talking about? Listen for answers. The lost son? I’m actually talking about his father! When his son came home, he threw a big dinner party to celebrate. This parable is usually called “The Prodigal Son.” Does anyone know what “prodigal” means? One definition is “wastefully or recklessly extravagant.” The father threw such a huge party when his son returned that this parable could be called “The Prodigal Father”!

· Say: I need a volunteer today. Choose a volunteer and have them stand up next to you. Will someone else look up and read Luke 15:22-24 for us? Have another volunteer look up and read Luke 15:22-24. Let’s pretend I’m the father in the story and our volunteer is the son. I’m so happy to see you that I put this robe on you, put this ring on your finger, and put these sandals on your feet. As you are saying this, put the robe, ring, and sandals on your volunteer. Has anyone ever been so happy to see you that they gave you gifts like new clothes or a ring? Just imagine how much this father missed and loved his son!
Group Discussion:

· Say: Think back to Jesus’ parable. Did the son use his father’s money wisely? No. Did he deserve his father’s love or generosity? No. But how did the father react when he saw his son coming home? He ran to him! He threw a huge party to celebrate! That’s right! The father was so happy that his son came home that he threw a giant, expensive party to celebrate. Do you think this is what the son expected? Will someone look up and read Luke 15:17-19? Have a volunteer look up and read Luke 15:17-19. This verse says that the son only hoped to be treated as a worker. He never expected to have a party thrown for him!

· Read Luke 15:20. Say: Did any of the son’s sinful actions affect his father’s love for him? No. The father loved the son just as much as he did the day he left. None of the son’s wild, wasteful actions made his father love him any less. In the parable, who does the father represent? God. Right. The father represents God, our heavenly father. We are like the lost son in the parable. God wants to run to each of us and welcome us into His kingdom. Nothing we do affects how much God loves us; He always loves us the same and wants to welcome us all into His kingdom.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will realize the unconditional love that God has for each of them. Pray for the opportunity to tell someone else about our God who love with an extravagant love and welcomes His children with open arms. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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