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Seats of Honor at the Banquet (Luke 14:7-11)
Main Point: Humble yourself, and God will lift you up in His time.

Key Verse: ”Anyone who lifts himself up will be brought down. And anyone who is brought down will be lifted up.” – Luke 14:11
Materials: One chair for each student, one with a sign reading “Most Important Place,” another with a sign reading “Least Important Place,” a piece of candy.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Have you ever played the game Musical Chairs? In this game, everyone competes to get seats while music plays. Does this remind you of anything? Remember our lesson? We just learned about how important seating was were during Jesus’ time. When people were coming in to sit down at a meal, it may have looked a little like a game of musical chairs, with everyone competing to get the best seat they could.
· Say: Today, we’re going to see what that might have been like. We have several chairs lined up here. One end is the “Most Important Place” and on the other end is the “Least Important Place.” When I say “go,” everyone go sit in the best seat you can. The goal would be to sit in the “Most Important Place.” Whoever gets this place will get a piece of candy at the end! Everyone understand? On your mark, get set, go! When everyone is sitting down, continue with the lesson.
Group Discussion:

· Say: Okay! Although the people in Jesus’ time were probably not as rowdy as us, they still would have all wanted the best seat they could get, just like us. They did this because they all wanted to be “first”; they all wanted to be most important. However, Jesus had a different way of looking at things. Have a volunteer look up and read Luke 14:10-11. Here, Jesus says that anyone who lifts himself up will be brought down. This is because Jesus loves a humble heart and is pleased with people who are humble, rather than people who think they deserve places of honor. In verse 10, Jesus says that it is better to take the low place so that you can be lifted up. So, we’re going to do just that. Have the students in the “Most Important Place” and “Least Important Place” switch places, and give the piece of candy to the student who is now in the “Most Important Place.” Jesus says that it is always better to humble yourself and be lifted up by God than to think of yourself as the most important. If you humble yourself, God will lift you up in His time.

· Have a volunteer look up and read Philippians 2:5-11. Ask: How did Jesus live out what He taught? How can you humble yourself at home? At school? On your ball team? Remember God’s promise that in His perfect timing, He will lift up those who are humble.
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will ask God for the Holy Spirit in times of persecution and that the gospel will spread when persecution comes. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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