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Satan Tried to Tempt Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13)
Main Point: Jesus faced every temptation that we do, yet He never sinned.
Key Verse: Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. - James 4:7 NIV
Materials: small bowl of water, small amount of ground black pepper, several drops of liquid dish soap
Personal Connection:

· Say: Today we looked at the time when Satan tried to get Jesus to choose to sin. The Bible tells us that Satan prowls around, trying to trap each one of us into sinning (Ephesians 6:11, 1 Peter 5:8). Each one of us is tempted at times, so we have to be alert, and be prepared to resist Satan’s evil plans. 
Hands on Application:

· Say: Jesus described the devil as the father of lies. Jesus said that when the devil speaks he is speaking his native language. My native language is English, but his language is LIES. You can be sure that when the devil tempts you to do something, he will be speaking lies. 

· Say: I have a bowl of water here. Let’s say that this water is your mind. And let’s say this pepper stands for lies that the devil tells you. He tries to “pepper” your mind with lies about you, lies about others, and lies about God. He may speak directly to you, or he may use TV, movies, books, or other people to tell you things that aren’t true. He tempts you to believe his lies and to do things that are against God’s will. Leader, sprinkle pepper into the water as you list possible lies. He might tell you that God doesn’t care about you, he may say that you aren’t pretty or smart, he may say that stealing something would make you happy. (For older kids, ask for suggestions of lies that Satan may tell us. With each lie that a student gives, have him/her add a pinch of pepper to the bowl.) Satan is constantly telling us lies!

· Look at Matthew 4:4, 4:7, and 4:10. How did Jesus fight off the devil’s temptation? Jesus used the truth of God’s word! How should we fight off the devil’s temptations and lies? The same way!
· Leader, place dish soap on your finger, say: Let’s say this soap stands for God’s Word because it is pure truth. Someone please read James 4:7. See what happens when we put God’s word in our mind. Stick your soapy finger into the center of the bowl of water and pepper. The lies scatter! The devil runs away!

Group Discussion:
· Say: Who is more powerful, God or the devil? God is immeasurably more powerful than Satan! God’s very word can make the devil flee away from us. Let’s look at some lies that the devil might tell us and let’s find the truth that will send the devil running in the other direction.
· Hand out Scripture cards to students (or pairs of students) and allow them a few minutes to look them up. I’m going to read some examples of lies that the devil might try to tell you, and you raise your hand if you think you have the truth that counters it. Read the following statements and ask the student with the verse that counters it to read the verse aloud. (For young students: Don’t pass out verse cards. Leader can choose a few “lies” and read the verse that counters it.)
· God’s too busy to know what you do. (Psalm 139:1-4)

· You shouldn’t listen to your parents. (Ephesians 6:1-3)

· It’s okay to lie - just this one time. (Leviticus 19:11)

· You should be afraid. (Deuteronomy 31:8)

· You don’t know how to tell your friend about Jesus. (1 Corinthians 2:13)

· God doesn’t really care about you. (Zephaniah 3:17)
· Say: It’s so amazing that God gives us His powerful word so we can fight off the devil’s attacks just the way Jesus did! Anytime you feel discouraged or sad or tempted to do what’s wrong, pray for God to show you His truth. Pick up your Bible and search for verses that will show you God’s way. His truth will counter Satan’s lies. And just like He did for Jesus, God will take care of you in every way (Matthew 4:11).

Conversation with God (Prayer): Praise God for the TRUTH of His word. Thank God that His truth is a powerful weapon against the devil’s schemes. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. 
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








