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Jesus & the Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-27; Luke 18:18-27)
Main Point: We must put God’s kingdom first in our lives.
Key Verse: But put God’s kingdom first. Do what He wants you to do. – Matthew 6:33a


Materials: One “God First” Game board, 14 yellow paper squares (1.5” x 1.5”), One purple paper square 

(1.5” x 1.5”), One pen
Personal Connection:

· Say: The rich young ruler had a big problem. God was not first in his life. We might look at him and shake our heads, but at times, each of us is tempted to let other things come first in our lives. What was first in the young ruler’s life? His wealth, money, stuff. What are some things that people become very involved in today? Listen for answers; help students come up with ideas if needed. Some possible answers: Soccer, video games, friends, ballet, television, family, work. When an idea is named, write it on one of the yellow squares. Continue until all the yellow squares are written on if possible. (Activity will still work even if all squares are not written on.) 
Hands on Application:

· Set game board where all students can see it. One by one, place yellow pieces in squares #1-14. As you place each square, read what is written on it and make comments. For instance, if the piece says “soccer” say something like, “This person is crazy about soccer. She can hardly concentrate during math class because she is thinking about soccer.” Then place the next piece making similar comments such as, “She could play video games all night long.” After all the yellow squares are placed, hold up the purple square and say: Let’s say this square represents God. Write “God” on it, and place it in square #15. (Be sure to leave square #16 blank.) 

· Say: Wow, this person’s priorities are way out of order. Who thinks they can help her out? Choose a volunteer, and explain the rules: You can only move one piece at a time. You can only slide a piece to the empty square next to it. No diagonal moves. The object is to move all the other things out of the way to make “God” #1. 

· After volunteer succeeds, reset the board and allow a few more students to try. (Option: Count how many moves it takes each student to move the purple piece to #1, and see which student can complete the game in the fewest moves.)
Group Discussion:
· Say: There is a great verse that shows us why Jesus told the rich young ruler to give up his money. Read Matthew 6:24. Jesus knew that because the young man put money first, there was no room for God in his heart. Jesus knew that the man would not have true joy until his life was centered on God. Read Psalm 16:11. Jesus loved the man; Jesus wanted him to have the eternal joy of knowing God.
· Say: How do you know if something is first in your life? Using some of the topics written on the yellow squares, Ask: What’s wrong with putting friends first, or television first, or guitar first, etc? Possible answers: If that is first then God can’t be first, none of those things is worthy of your praise, none of those thing knows everything, no one loves you as much as God does, none of those things can save you or bring eternal joy
· Some of the things we listed are good things. Is it still wrong for people to put these things first in their lives? Certainly. Why? Even a good thing is not God, Nothing but God can give you eternal life.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Ask God to reveal to each child (and leader) if they have put something ahead of God their lives. Thank God for the eternal joy He gives to each person when they put Him first in their lives. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. 
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Put God First
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








