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Crucifixion & Death (Matthew 27:27-61; Mark 15:16-47; Luke 23:23-56; John 19:16-42)

Main Point: Jesus died to take away the sin of the world.
Key Verse: For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. - 2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT


Materials: A “Barabbas” card out of cardstock for each student (Don’t let students see each other’s cards! ALL the kids will have a Barabbas card, but you don’t want them to know that.); One Jesus card

Hands on Application:
· Say: Today I want to talk a little about a man we don’t usually hear too much about. His name was Barabbas. He was a man who tried to cause trouble for the Roman government; he even committed murder (Luke 23:19). Because he did these things, he was arrested and his punishment was that he was going to be hung on a cross. He killed someone, so he was going to be killed. Does that sound fair to you? Let’s try to imagine Barabbas, sitting in jail day after day, wondering when they would call his name and take him to his cross. I imagine that every time he heard footsteps coming his way, he was afraid that it was a guard coming to get him.
· Say: I’m going to pass out cards with the names of people who were in Jerusalem that day. Do NOT let anyone else see your card. Take a quick peek at your card, then place it face down. Pass out cards; keep Jesus card.
· One of you has a card with Barabbas’ name on it. (For young kids, you can say: If your card has a name that starts with “B”, it means you are Barabbas.) For added effect, have everyone close their eyes. Say: If your card says Barabbas, I am talking to you. You are sitting in jail, and you hear the crowds start to shout outside. You can’t understand what they are saying through the thick prison walls. You can only tell they are very angry. All of a sudden, you hear the dreaded footsteps of a guard headed your way. (Leader, make footstep noise.) You hear the jingle of his keys as he starts to open the door. This is it! The day of the cross.
· Say: I have a card with Jesus’ name here. Jesus is completely innocent. He is willing to go to the cross in your place. Barabbas, if you want Jesus to take your place, raise your hand. 

Personal Connection:

· Say: Can everyone please turn your card over? Each one of you had a Barabbas card! Ask: Why do you think that is? Because each of us has sinned. Because Jesus took the place of each of us. Have a volunteer read Romans 3:23. 

Group Discussion:

· Ask: How do you think Barabbas felt when the soldiers took off his chains and told him that he was free because Jesus would be killed instead of him?
· Say: In Bible times, names were so important. A person’s name told a lot about a person. Do you know what Barabbas means? The name Barabbas means: “the son of a father.” The son of a father? What is special about that? That could be anyone, right? Actually, that could be everyone. When Jesus died on the cross, He took the place of every murderer, liar, and thief. He took the place of every sinner - every man, woman, and child (2 Corinthians 5:21).
· Ask: Does anyone know what the name Jesus means? Jesus means “Jehovah (God) is salvation”! Have a volunteer read Matthew 1:21.
· Ask: What does this story mean to you? (Leader, this is a BIG question! Give each child time to think about and answer this one. Feel free to give your answer too.)
Conversation with God (Prayer): Thank Jesus for going to the cross, willingly, to take away our sin. Ask God to help each student to accept Jesus’ free gift of salvation.
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